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Middle East and North Africa Social Policy Network

Knowledge. Social policy. People.














We’ve Moved! The University of Birmingham Is Now the New Home of the MENASP Network

As of October 2023, the University of Birmingham is the new host of the MENASP Network, located at its School of Social Policy. The Network looks forward to building on its successful 10 years of activity and achieving a higher impact for the MENA region.

Find out more










Bringing together policy makers and academics to advance social policy in the MENA region

The MENASP network was founded to advance, exchange and disseminate knowledge and policy expertise about social policy in the MENA region.

This includes providing: up-to-date policy analysis on the key social challenges facing the region; information on social welfare issues for use by the wider public; and resources for policy-makers, practitioners and academics.

The network aims to support quality research on crucial social policy issues and bridging the gap between policy-makers, researchers and the wider public.

Find Out More










MENASP Early Career Researchers

The MENASP’s Early Career Researchers (ECR) initiative works toward providing more exposure to researchers and academics who are in the early stages of their research career path. Championed by our ECR Representatives, the initiative aims to organise a series of mentoring sessions and webinars with the aim to contribute to enhancing the professional development of early-career researchers who are researching social policies in the MENA region. Join us!

 

Join now










MENASP Network Webinar Series

The MENASP Network Webinar Series is a monthly virtual webinar (the last Wednesday lunchtime of each month) that acts as a platform for speakers from within the network and external leading thinkers to present their research.

The MENASP Network Webinar Series aims to enable Network members and wider audiences to access new and ground-breaking research on social policy and conflict prevention.

Sign Up Now










Policy Labs

In 2019 the MENA Social Policy Network ran a Policy Lab in Cairo, bringing together policy-makers, researchers and practitioners from the field of social policy. Each roundtable of the Policy Lab focused on a different area of policy, from cash-transfer programs to the influence of gender in macro-economic policy design.

Find Out More















































Latest News & Blog








Webinar: Social Protection for Migrant Workers in the Gulf Region: Adjusting to a Changing World (ILO)

March 2024
The MENASP Network, the Institute for Research into Superdiversity (IRiS) at University of Birmingham, and the the International Labour Organisation (ILO) Regional Office for the Arab States cordially…












ECR Webinar: Targeting Journals for Publication: How Can ECRs Select Journals to Publish their Research?

March 2024
Join us for our latest Early Career Researchers (ECR) Event.   Are you a researcher taking the first steps in your publishing journey? Do you struggle to find…












Winter 2024 Newsletter: Forward – A Year in Review

February 2024
It has been a pleasure and a great honour to collaborate with a range of colleagues, near and far, as part of the MENASP Network and to reach…












Update from our ECRs

February 2024
The MENASP Network has consistently celebrated and supported the work of the Early Career Researchers (ECRs), particularly in the field of social policy. Our dynamic mid- and early-career…












Award Announcement: 2nd Round of the MENASP-CP GCRF Research Fund

February 2024
The Middle East and North Africa Social Policy (MENASP) Network is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2nd round of funding from the MENASP-CP GCRF Research Fund….












Recap: The MENASP Network 10th Anniversary Conference

February 2024
In retrospect, the MENASP 10th-anniversary conference in 2023 – the fifth edition of our biannual conference – encapsulated a rich tapestry of themes and topics that resonated with…












Welcome to the University of Birmingham, MENASP Network!

February 2024
Dear Colleagues and Partners,   It is a great pleasure to welcome the MENASP Network to the Birmingham School of Social Policy, along with Rana Jawad, who has…












We’ve Moved! The University of Birmingham Is Now the New Home of the MENASP Network

January 2024
As of October 2023, the University of Birmingham is the new host of the MENASP Network, located at its School of Social Policy. The Network looks forward to…












ECR Webinar: Selling Your Research Ideas to Reviewers: Tips for Writing Successful Proposals for Early Career Researchers

January 2024
Join us for our inaugural public Early Career Researchers (ECR) Event of the year, titled: “Selling Your Research Ideas to Reviewers: Tips for Writing Successful Proposals for Early…
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About Our Research














Gender

Including women’s and men’s studies. Analysing representation and identity within the MENA community. Promoting gender equality. 














Health

Including children’s health and sexual health. Understanding the role of healthcare within a positive society 














Social Security

Research and critique of government sponsored social insurance programmes across the MENA region. A form of social security to provide protection against economic risk. 














Social Assistance 

A form of government assistance designed to support individuals in meeting basic needs. Often achieved through state provision or substantial subsidies of essential services, either in cash or kind 














Inequality 

Reviewing both equality and inequality of opportunity for citizens across education, employment and protection 














Labour 

Understanding employment opportunities across the region, how opportunity is changing in the 21st century, and examining policy to reduce discrimination in the labour market 














Unemployment 

Including research of youth unemployment. Asking questions of why unemployment exists and does it disproportionally negatively affect different groups across society. 














Youth 

Focusing on issues and policy directly relevant to the youthful population, often those in their teenage years. These issues centre on education and future employment potential. 

















Children 

Determining the needs and policies of the youngest in society across MENA. Including the protection of children against child labour. 














Family 

Understanding the role of family policy in the region, including the significance of remittances and marriage. 














Disability 

Exploring policy designed to ensure effective protection of those with disabilities, both in society and within the workplace. 














Elderly 

As the MENA region becomes home to an increasingly youthful society, this theme explores how social policy remains important for the protection of the elderly. 














Social Protection 

A broad theme consisting of policy designed to reduce vulnerability, achieved through a range of methods including, but not limited to, the promotion and development of labour markets. 














Governance 

Understanding and analysing the role of the state in providing adequate policy across the MENA region. Including the building of social policy programmes and government responses to shock or crisis. 














Cash Transfer 

Often used as a form of government policy, this theme reviews cash transfer programmes and their mixed success in helping to alleviate poverty for the most vulnerable within society. 














Conflict 

Conflict poses a major risk to both short and long term development across the region. Including reports on the externalities of conflict including displacement and economic losses. 














Education 

As the MENA region continues its transformation, the role of primary, secondary and tertiary education continues to take on more significance. 











Explore Virtual Library














Latest Research Library Resources

Explore our selection of our network members’ current publications















Featured







Spousal Violence in Egypt

Ibrahim Kharboush, Farzaneh Roudi-Fahimi, Hanaa Ismail, Heba Mamdouh, Yasmine Muhammad, May Tawfik, Omnia el Sharkawy Hassan Sallam

Population Reference Bureau













Featured







Lessons from India

Sara Bailey and Daragh Murray

Policy Innovation Case Studies













Featured







In the Shadow of the State: Changing Definitions of Arab Women’s “Developmental” Citizenship Rights

Mervat F. Hatem

Journal of Middle East Women's Studies













Featured







Addressing Challenges To Birth Registration

Refugee Research and Policy Program

Policy Innovation Case Studies













Featured







After Years of Silence, Women Living with HIV in the Middle East Speak Out, Population Reference Bureau

Population Reference Bureau

Population Reference Bureau













Featured







Towards A Comprehensive Framework For Social Policies

Chahir Zaki

Policy Innovation Case Studies













Featured







A note on disability issues in the Middle East and North Africa, The World Bank

World Bank Group

World Bank Group













Featured







Social Protection Responses to the COVID-19 crisis in the MENA/ Arab States Region

Issued-based Coalition on Social Protection (IBC-SP), International Policy Centre for Inclusive Growth (IPC-IG)

United Nations












Academic paper






Economic Development and Female Labor Participation in the Middle East and North Africa : A Test of the U-Shape Hypothesis

World Bank Group

World Bank Group












Web resource






Domestic Violence High in Egypt, Affecting Women’s Reproductive Health, Population Reference Bureau

Population Reference Bureau

Population Reference Bureau












Academic paper






Does Gender Inequality Reduce Growth in Sub-Saharan African and Arab Countries?, African Development Review

Mina Baliamoune‐Lutz Mark McGillivray

African Development Review












Non-academic paper






HIV in the Middle East: Low Prevalence but Not Low Risk, Population Reference Bureau

PRB

PRB












Non-academic paper






Conference proceedings of the International Conference: Health Related Issues and Islamic Normativity, Halle : Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt

Schreiber, Jenny, Eich, Thomas, Clarke, Morgan

Halle : Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt












Web resource






Arab Development Assistance: Four Decades of Cooperation, The World Bank

World Bank Group

World Bank Group









Resource Library









Get Involved. 

We are dedicated to supporting members of the network in their social-policy research.

Please contact us to be part of our network, connecting with other academics, policy makers and practitioners with an interest in social policy in the MENA region


Contact Us














Enquiries

info@menasp.com




Updates and announcements



Stay up to date with the MENASP Network’s quarterly newsletter.





































Partners

The MENASP Network is currently proudly hosted by the University of Birmingham (UK).

This website was developed with the support of a grant from Carnegie Corporations of New York.

The statements made and views expressed are solely the responsibility of the MENASP Network, unless mentioned otherwise.



 



 


 



 




















Privacy Policy




© 2024 MENASP Network. All rights reserved. Design Stirtingale.
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How can we improve? 




















Can you answer three questions to let us know if found what you needed on our website and how can we improve the site for you?




Did you find what you were looking for today?





Yes

No



What is your background?





Academic

Student

Policy Maker

Other



Do you have any general comments or feedback?









Are you a robot?










Submit



Cancel





















