
 

 

Middle East and North Africa Social Policy Network  

University of Bath, Claverton Down  

Bath, BA2 7AY  

United Kingdom 

www.menasp.com 

menasp_network@bath.ac.uk 

+44 (0)1225 385806 

| MENASP-CP GCRF RESEARCH FUND | 

Question and Answer: Pre-Call Information Event 6 July 2021 

Is secondary data analysis of an existing data set permissible?   
 
Yes absolutely. 
 
How will applications be assessed and how long will review and feedback take?  
 
There's a core commissioning team made up of a mix of academics and practitioners, most of them are 
seasoned UKRI and international reviewers so we will endeavour to uphold standard research principles 
and approaches. 
 
 Each application will be sent to the reviewers. The key thing to remember is to ensure that the 
application is in line with the criteria and focus that we've outlined. The application form is quite explicit 
and has explanatory notes after every question, so it should be very clear.  
 
There will be two levels of review: each application will go out to peer review and then the core 
commissioning team will make final decisions. Applications will be ranked. The process will be 
anonymous to make it as fair as possible and if there any conflicts of interest the relevant panel member 
will not be part of the review for that project. 
 
Could you say more about the 20% contribution expected from the UK side?  
 
Any UK component of commissioned research projects supported by the Network will be funded in 
accordance with standard AHRC funding terms and conditions for grants i.e. at 80% fEC for UK research 
organisation costs (with the UK ROs involved in projects contributing 20% fEC). Should these projects 
include international collaborators, eligible international costs will be paid at 100% cost. 
 
You said a UK partner/researcher is encouraged, but not necessary, please could you elaborate on how 
important this is?  
 
It is not at all necessary to have a UK partner. It's encouraged because the UKRI wanted to promote 
these collaborations, but do not worry about not having one. If there are any changes to this, it will be 
communicated. 
 
Can we use a case study? Meaning a proposal focussing on one country e.g. Algeria.  
 
Yes case studies are very valuable, just please make sure to justify the use of it. 
  
Will the application form be the full ESRC one?  
 
No we have our own application forms that we've developed with UKRI approval. We're moving towards 
word documents rather than an online form to make it more accessible to all. 
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Can I apply individually?  
 
Yes you can apply as an individual researcher, but you need to be based in an institution. Please contact 
the team for more details. 
 
Due to COVID-19, is fieldwork and working with other researchers on the ground possible/encouraged?  
 
There are ethical implications there, we're trying to promote research as normal but in some places that 
is not possible. Virtual and online interviews and surveys are possible subject to ethical considerations. 
We are at the fore-front of research activity in the Covid-19 era so innovation is encouraged but at all 
times researchers need to ensure they safeguard their research participants and conduct their research 
ethically. Further guidance can be offered at the application stage to successful applicants.  

 


