
Zoom Etiquette
Virtual Meeting Protocols                                                                                                    Information Event
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Mute your audio Post your questions in the chat 
or raise a hand during Q&A and 

unmute when asked

Turning on your camera is 
optional, though preferable

The event will be 
recorded

Please note the time allocated 
for each speaker



The MENASP-CP GCRF Research Fund
Funding research and knowledge exchange projects for social policy 
and conflict prevention in the MENA region

Information Event
Tuesday 6th July
13:00 – 14:00 BST

www.menasp.com  |  menasp_network@bath.ac.uk 

Lead Research Organisations Funded by Partners



Welcome and Overview of Fund

Rana Jawad
Principal Investigator and MENASP Network Convener, University of 
Bath
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Overview of the Fund 

Overview of MENASP-CP GCRF Research Fund

 Funded by the AHRC-GCRF Network Plus Scheme
 Managed by the MENASP Network via the MENASP’s Social policy and Conflict 

prevention (MENASP-CP) programme 
 Aim: to advance scholarship and practice in security, social equality and social 

protection in the MENA region 
 For researchers and practitioners:

 research projects (between £10,000 - £50,000) 
 or applied intervention and knowledge exchange projects (between £5,000 -

£15,000). 
 Encourages collaborations between UK and overseas collaborators focused on 

the MENA region
 Countries of interest Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, 

Syria and Tunisia

MENASP-CP | Information Event | 6th July 2021



Overview of the Fund 

Core aims of MENASP-CP

 Producing and promoting interdisciplinary research on social policy and social 
protection policies that supports conflict prevention and peacebuilding in the 
MENA region

 Enabling actionable social policy research for conflict prevention and peace 
building in the MENA region through interdisciplinary problem solving and 
active policy learning 

 Embedding partnerships in an ethos of equitable North-South collaborations 

 The MENASP-CP research fund contributes to all of the above  aims by funding 
external research 
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Thematic Areas

Research Questions:

Applications should focus on at least one of the following research questions:

1. Causal relationships: for example how and why have social welfare and social 
injustice interacted with processes of violence and conflict in the MENA region?

2. Meaning and design: for example, how does a social policy (and social protection) 
perspective to conflict prevention differ from international diplomacy and foreign 
policy responses? 

3. Political will: for example, how can policy actors within or outside conflict-
affected MENA societies mobilise political support and resources for social 
protection from governments, international actors and civil society groups to 
undertake timely and effective conflict prevention? 
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Thematic Areas

Research Questions:

Applications should focus on at least one of the following research questions:

4. Effectiveness: What methods of conflict prevention work well from a social 
protection perspective? What are priority areas for capacity-building to improve 
social policy governance? 

5. Institutionalisation: How can procedures and policies for anticipating and 
responding to possible conflicts be integrated into the normal functioning of 
governments, international governmental and non-governmental organisations in 
conflict-affected MENA countries? How can these organisations’ separate actions 
be better coordinated? 
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Priority Research Outputs

Priority Research Outputs encouraged by the Fund:

 Historical mechanisms of wealth redistribution

 Perceptions and processes of social and economic inequality

 Measurements of state agency and fragility 

 Policy learning for effective social policy governance

 Configurations of political settlements in MENA in relation to the SDG 2030 
goals and humanitarian interventions 

 Developing more robust databases on fiscal policy and taxation

 Current and emerging impacts of COVID-19 on social policy
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Types of Projects

Research Projects

 Between £10,000 - £50,000

 6-12 months

 Seek to advance scholarship in a given field and entail primary research or 
analysis of secondary data

 Main aim is to contribute new knowledge in the given field of research, 
interdisciplinarity is encouraged
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Types of Projects

Applied Intervention and Knowledge Exchange projects

 Between £5,000 - £15,000

 3- 12 months

 aim to promote a broad range of knowledge-based and capacity-building 
interactions; encourage collaborations among researchers, private, public and 
civil society actors

 Outcome: linking research and knowledge production with key policy and 
practice challenges in the MENA region
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Types of Projects

Applied Intervention and Knowledge Exchange projects

Examples of applied intervention and knowledge-exchange projects:

 policy labs 

 evidence-based dialogue and platforms

 training and capacity-building activities and tools

 piloting of policies

 photographic exhibitions that utilise stakeholder experiences

 pop-up and pocket-interventions 

 …other creative initiatives that engage a wide range of audiences
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Eligibility and Application Process

Olivia Perry
Network Manager, University of Bath
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Eligibility

Eligibility Criteria

 Contribute to core aims of MENASP-CP 

 All written communication in English (application form, due diligence, reports)

 Projects must be between 3 - 12 months (research projects must be at least 6 
months). 

 A UK investigator is not required, but a UK partnership is strongly encouraged.  

 All projects be led or have a partnership from a  DAC list country, with 
preference for MENA countries

 Research Projects (£10,000 - £50,000). Applied Intervention and Knowledge 
Exchange Projects (£5,000 - £15,000)

 Applicants may act as Co-I on multiple applications. However, they may only be 
PI/lead applicant on one application
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Eligibility

Eligibility Criteria

 Applications can be from Academic, Research and Non-Academic organisations.

 Applications that are led by non-Academic organisations (i.e. NGOs, government 
agency, local community organisation) are eligible

 Applicants must be willing to undergo a 'Due Diligence process’ and Ethics and 
Safeguarding review process with the University of Bath 

 Applications must be ODA compliant, for projects over £30,000 they must 
complete an ODA compliance statement 

 In line with AHRC guidelines: UK research organisations are expected to 
contribute 20% FEC; Low and Middle Income Country (LMIC) led applications 
are eligible for 100% of the costs
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Eligibility

Additional Project Specifications

 Innovation: 

 i.e. new methodology, new perspective on a concept, new policy 
idea, a new type of engagement or collaboration 

 Interdisciplinarity: 

 i.e. collaboration across academic disciplines such as with the Arts 
and Humanities or Environmental groups with partners across 
different sectors such as Theatre Groups, Artists, museums or public 
media groups 

 Covid-19 pandemic: 

 consider the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on conflict and social 
protection interventions in the MENA region.

 this could link to crisis preparedness and shock responsiveness
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Application Process
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Ethics and Safeguarding

Rachel Forrester-Jones
Co-Investigator, University of Bath
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Ethics and Safeguarding

Importance of good commissioning: evidence-based decisions MUST be based on 
research that is methodologically and ethically robust

Ethics and Safeguarding: all proposals MUST have considered ethics throughout the 
activity e.g. Beauchamp and Childress' 4 ethical principles:

 Autonomy: right for a research participant to make their own 
choice

 Beneficence: acting with the best interest of the other in mind
 Non-maleficence: 'above all, do no harm'
 Justice: fairness and equality among individuals

Safeguarding: against exploitation, psychological/physical abuse or harassment, of 
research participants, communities, gatekeepers and researchers
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Ethics and Safeguarding

Research ethics questions you will need to answer on the application form:

a) What are the likely key ethical issues you will face and, broadly, how will 
they be managed?

b) What ethics and governance approvals will be required and what is your 
timetable to obtain them?

Examples of ethical issues may include: informed consent, voluntariness, 
risk of physical, psychological or emotional harm, privacy, confidentiality, 
anonymity, dignity. 
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Ethics and Safeguarding

Application Training Video:

1) power point presentation by Prof Rachel Forrester-Jones

2) ‘in conversation with’ various MENASP-CP commissioning members 
who talk about their own country specific experiences with research ethics. 
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Ethics and Safeguarding

Successful applicants Ethical Process:

1) Initial ethics meeting to discuss plan and appropriate requirements for ethical 
review.

2) For successful applications requiring ethical review. Either:-
a) Provide evidence of favourable ethical opinion (approval) from your 

country/organisation and fill out the Bath Social Science Research 
Ethics Form including the data management plan. Send all 
documentation minus any participant information sheets or consent 
letters directly to Bath Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee  
(SSREC) for Chair’s Action only, or

b) Fill out full Bath SSREC forms and send to SSREC for ethical review.

3) More detailed programme of research and knowledge exchange ethics training 
including one-to-one support.
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Writing good applications

Links and tips
Wali Aslam, University of Bath

Maria del Mar Logrono Narbona, ARDD

Nicola Jones, ODI

MENASP-CP | Information Event | 6th July 2021

(5 Minutes)



Writing good applications

Useful links:

 Economic and Social Research Council: https://esrc.ukri.org/funding/guidance-
for-applicants/how-to-write-a-good-research-grant-proposal/

 Professor Kylie Ball (Deakin): https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-
03914-5

 Funds for NGOs: A Simple Step-by-Step Guide for NGOs on "How to write 
Proposals" - fundsforNGOs

 The University of Sheffield: https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/rs/bid

 The Wellcome Trust: https://wellcome.org/grant-funding/guidance/how-to-write-
wellcome-grant-application

 The LSE: https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/divisions/research-and-
innovation/research/apply-for-funding/write-a-grant-proposal
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Expected Timeline of the call

Olivia Perry
Network Manager, University of Bath
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Call Timeline

Expected Timeline of the Call*

 Information event: Beginning of July

 Applications open: Tbc

 Applications close:  Six weeks after opening

 Outcome of application: We will aim to provide applicants with a 
response within 3-5 weeks

 Due Diligence and Ethics process for successful applicants: 1-2 months 

 Project launch: once due diligence is completed

 Project end: Up to 12 months after launch date

*Please note this is dependent on the funding available and timeline provided by UKRI and 
might be subject to change. 
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Q&A
Please ask a question or give us feedback
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Q&A
Please ask a question or give us feedback

Use the chat box Raise your hand and wait to be 
given the floor

*All unanswered questions during the event will be noted and responded to afterwards
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How to get involved…

Being part of the MENASP Network

• Join our Experts Database: https://database.menasp.com/

• Special Issue collaborations – contact us 

• Join our ECR forum – click ECR when subscribing to the quarterly 
newsletter here

• Contribute to our Policy Innovation Case Study Series (PICS) - further 
details via www.menasp.com

Subscribe to our mailing list and follow us on social media. 

Contact menasp_network@bath.ac.uk
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Thank You!

شكــراً 
www.menasp.com  |  menasp_network@bath.ac.uk 

Lead Research Organisations Funded by Partners
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